6io                        WAR'S   TERRIBLE    COST

and horses, but from the time of Marius onwards (about 100 B.C ) th
were restricted to the legionary eagle.                                   * *    ^

Under Constanrine the Great (about 288-337) the battle standard
consisted of the Roman labarum with the Sign of the Cross and the
Greek initial letters of the name of Christ. Lions, dragons, and eagles
figured on the banners of the Saxons led by Widekind. As we see from
the Antonine Column in Rome, the dragon, symbol of sagacity, was
the battle standard of nearly all the Teutonic peoples. Under Otho the
Great (912-973) the Archangel Michael appeared on the banner as the
protector of the Holy Roman Empire.

UNION   JACK   IS   THREE   FLAGS   IN   ONE

The Union Jack is three flags in one, for it includes the English
flag of St. George, the Scottish flag of St. Andrew and the Irish flag of
St. Patrick. Each is a cross, and the Union Jack may therefore be said
to have both a national and a religious significance. The word
" Union " was first applied in 1603, when James VI of Scotland became
James I of Great Britain, and the flag of Scotland was incorporated with
that of England; Ireland was not united to Great Britain until 1801.

The term " Jack " is said by some authorities to be derived from the
leather tunics emblazoned with the cross of St. George which wot
worn by soldiers who served on warships during the reign of Edwaid
III. Others point out that the jack was a small St. George's flag
carried on a jackstaff at the bows of men-of-war long before the Uaios
Flag was created. It gave place to the new design in 1605.

The cross of St. George is the broad, red, upright cross in the ccite
on a white field, that of St. Andrew the white x -shaped cross on a
blue field, and that of St. Patrick the red cross of the same shape. The
correct way to hang the Union Jack is to place the broader edge of the
white strip on top nearest the head of the pole. To invert it is a signal
of distress. After many changes the present Royal Standard was first
hoisted on the Tower of London on January i, 1801.

STARS  AND   STRIPES

The first American flag consisted of the Union Jack in the top Id**
hand corner and thirteen horizontal stripes, alternately red and white,
representing the thirteen British colonies. Thirteen white stars in 4
blue field were substituted for the Union Jack in 1777.

The house on which it was first displayed, once the headquarters <rf
Washington and later of Lieut.-General Sir Henry Clinton, command
ting the British Army in America, still stands in Roger Morris Park,
"w York.  Today the flag bears forty-eight white stars, each nep*ese*&
f a ^tafce, on a blue field, arranged in six rows of eight stars each.
'er the Garolingians the national colours of the Holy RomSi
were white and red, under the Franks red, wider the Sa
bla^k, u#der die Swabians a golden yellow, ujodcr
s black and,yellow.                                               -

